hilst | am still

missing the poultry

sections at our

shows | am so
thankful for our fanciers who
organise egg shows, giving us
some events to meet up and enjoy
poultry chat. Royal Cheshire is a
fine example of such an event and
John Tickle has over the years
built up a great team of
volunteers who all contributed to
a wonderful egg show this year.
With an entry around the 960
mark in 80 classes there were
some very large classes indeed
and the display of eggs, set
amongst a floral landscape, must
be the greatest spectacle of eggs
in the land.

Five judges were invited to sort
out this massive entry and the

@ 1 A general view of the wonderful display of eggs at Royal Cheshire ® 2 El
@ 3 The Royal Cheshire team with John Tickle on the right @ 4 Richard Grey,

the team for all their hard work

task kept us busy for over four
hours. Margaret Bell, Roger Furse,
Paul Kerfoot and myself, together
with championship judge Simon
Windle who judged the contents
classes and then made the final
choices on a resplendent
championship row display. By his
own admission Simon was the
first to say that his choice of
single eggs for both champion
and reserve champion was
controversial. Writing on
Facebook later he commented
that they were both perfect. There
is not room here for all my
thoughts on my interpretation of
the egg standard scoring but |
have talked about this in detail in
the famous BirdBoys poultry
podcast with Ollie and Fancy Fowl
Editor, Jed.

002088 Report and photos by: Chris Parker Date: 17th June 2025

oyal Cheshire County Snow

heuwr

The winners of the show
championship were naturally
delighted with their success
gained with a turkey egg.
However Andy and Sue Gamon
missed the presentation so | was
grateful to Andrew Parkinson
who captured the celebrations of
the couple on championship row.
Congratulations also go to Jim
Smith who won the reserve show
championship with a single white
bantam egg. Other major winners
were Phil Bentham of D. Bentham
and Son whose Welsummer eggs
won the award for best large fowl
eggs and best bantam eggs went
to Andrew Martin’s lovely plate of
three white. Best single large fowl
egg was won by John Lobb’s
Araucana egg and best waterfowl
eggs was awarded to Morys
Jones's plate of three goose eggs.

if and Michael, visitors from Turkey, with Chris Parker
standing in for his father, Lord Grey, thanks John Tickle and
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® 1 This egg decorated with feathers to look like a hen was champion of the decorated egg section ® 2 Richard Sadler's best single
waterfowl egg @ 3 Philip Bentham's plate of six Welsummer eggs which were awarded best large fowl eggs ® 4 Peggy, Jed and Mabel's
champion eggs in the juvenile section ® 5 Michael Rainey's egg contents champion ® 6 Champion waterfowl eggs for Morys Jones

® 7 The Champion Eggs at Royal Cheshire. Jim Smith"

s white bantam egg on the left and Andy and Sue Gamon's turkey egg on the right

® 8 John Tickle's plate of six turkey eggs winning the award for the best plate of turkey eggs @ 9 John Lobb's single Araucana egg which
was awarded best single large fowl egg @ 10 Andrew Martin's winning plate of three white bantam eggs

Richard Sadler took the award for
best single waterfowl egg and
John Tickle showed a fine plate of
six turkey eggs to take the award
for best plate of turkey eggs.
Finally Michael Rainey won best
contents from an enormous large
fowl contents class with fifty two
entries and Anne Williamson took
the trophy for the best decorated
or painted egg. That just leaves
the award for the juvenile
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champion exhibit which went to
Peggy, Jed and Mabel from
Hesketh Bank showing under the
title of P.J.& M. and following in
the footsteps of their well known
grandfather, Harry Caunce.

As well as exhibitors from all over
the country | was delighted to
welcome visitors from Turkey to
the egg marquee and Elif Yildizap
Serbest and Michael Baytug

thoroughly enjoyed their day at
the show. Elif is very keen to learn
all about our egg showing in this
country and it was a great
privilege for me to have Elif
stewarding for me as | judged the
bantam egg section.

My congratulations go to every
exhibitor and John Tickle and his
great team who staged such a
memorable and colourful event.



